TABLE TENNIS – SUMMER LEAGUE 2012
This year’s Summer League has been under way since before the schools broke up for their summer holiday.  This year the theme is European football and the two evenly balanced divisions represent the European nations, with the better teams in Euro League 1 and the less

experienced in Euro League 2.  Once again, teams were allocated an “A” player and a “B” player, although some teams have three players to accommodate long summer holidays or players’ other commitments.  Judging by the results, TTC Chairman Gordon Duff has not lost his selection skills as there have been some very close matches.  Unlike the Winter League, in the Summer League a draw is not possible as all matches are the best of five ties (four singles and a doubles) and points are allocated on the simple basis of two points per win.  

EURO LEAGUE 1.  In the first four weeks of play three teams were jostling for pole position, having accumulated six points apiece.  They were Croatia (Shona Morton/Kay Lee), Italy (Gordon or Fraser Duff, with Johnny Singleton), and Spain (Kay Solaja/Alice Williams).  Croatia had beaten Italy 4/1 and Italy (with both Duffs in action as Johnny’s was away) had beaten Spain, also 4/1.  Croatia and Spain had yet to meet.  Croatia had also beaten Russia (Renee Ho/Clare Williams) and Republic of Ireland (Brian Kirkpatrick/Keir Morton), both matches ending 4/1 in their favour.  The only team to beat them had been Poland (Rhian Williams/Fraser Clark), who, after losing a couple of matches 2/3, had got their act together to win the next two.

For their part, Italy’s other wins were 4/1 over Greece (Andrew Endredy/Graham Gault) and 5/0 over the Czech Republic (Andrew Kennedy/Alan Brown), whilst Spain had triumphed over Poland, Russia and Czech Republic, winning them all 3/1. 

The next two teams in the table were Poland and Greece, the latter having defeated the former 3/2 and beaten Russia 4/1 – Andrew Endredy scored a narrow victory over Renee Ho, winning 12-10 in the fifth from 0/2 down in this one.  However, in addition to their defeat by Italy, Greece had gone down 0/5 to Republic of Ireland.  Some of the ties in this match were actually quite close, with Brian Kirkpatrick and Keir Morton each fighting out a titanic five-set tie to preserve their clean sheet.
Poland, having lost to Greece and Spain, then beat Republic of Ireland and Croatia 3/2.  Rhian Williams won her ties in all four matches but it took her side till the third match to learn how to work together to win the doubles.
At the time of going to press, those at the bottom of the division were Republic of Ireland (2 points), Russia and Czech Republic, these last two having yet to score a point.  The top individual was Rhian Williams, with a perfect 8/8.  Close behind her were Kay Lee and Gordon Duff, both with seven wins.  Rhian had beaten Kay 3/0 and Kay had beaten Gordon, 16-14 in the fifth, but Rhian and Gordon had yet to meet. ******************************************************
EURO LEAGUE 2.  In the lower division things were a little simpler at the four-week stage. France (Jimmy Hamilton/Danny Bajwa) and Germany (Kenny Lee/Jake McLaughlan) were tied on eight points with two wins each.  France’s list of wins comprised England (3/2), Portugal (3/2), Sweden (5/0) and Denmark (4/1).  Their early wins were dependent on their skill in doubles, in which they have so far made a clean sweep.  They had won fifteen of twenty available ties.
Germany lay just behind, with just one less tie to their credit.  They had beaten Portugal 4/1, Sweden 3/2, Denmark 4/1, and England 3/2.
Third in the table was Ukraine (Gordon Kerr/David Wilson/Derek Nairn).  Although they had missed matches in Weeks 1 and 4, they had won both those they had played, beating both Denmark and Holland 3/2.  In the match with Denmark a substitute, named Adam, was used. More details please!
Behind them was England (Richard Clok/Liam Marshall) with two points from three matches gained at the expense of Holland, whom they beat 4/1.
Denmark (Alistair Morton/Sian Williams/Matthew Penn) also had two points from a win against Holland.  In this match Kay Lee played as substitute alongside Sian, a move sanctioned by Gordon Duff and both teams before the match began.  She used a small bat in order to lessen her natural advantage, but still won both her singles and piloted Sian to a doubles victory.  Denmark lost their other three matches and thus occupied the fifth place in the table.
The final three in the division, Portugal (Tommy Johnston/Natasha Conley), Sweden (Stephen Moodycliffe/Matthew Clok), and Holland (Leo Taddei/Debra Conley) had yet to earn a win and, like England and Ukraine, had fallen behind in their fixtures.  The leading individual so far was Kenny Lee with a perfect score of 8/8 wins.  Gordon Kerr (Ukraine) had won all four of his ties and, with Portugal’s Tommy Johnston, who took both his ties in the match with France and won one against Germany, may pose a slight threat.  However, their teams had only played those two matches so it is hard to assess their full potential.
There are some matches outstanding in both divisions.  The next catch-up week is w/c 30th July. 
The score-sheets from Week 5 have now come in.  League tables will now be updated and the next League report will be issued in a couple of weeks. 

There has been some tournament action for the juniors in recent weeks, reports of which will follow as soon as possible.

*************************************************************************************************************

Monday Open Nights (7-9 p.m.) and Saturday practices (10 a.m. – 12 noon) continue.  Both sessions are open to coaching members and to the public, for the sum of £2 per adult and £1 per child (u-18). Bats and balls are supplied. **********************************************************
